THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

regretfully, that it had become very difficult to
carry it out. This was said cl propos of his
grandson, who stood by, smiling and bareheaded.
No doubt the youth won his turban not long
after. In the early days of British rule, in the
Pan jab, almost the only crimes amongst these
people were cattle-stealing and the affrays result-
ing from it. These latter often ended fatally to
some of those engaged.

In most villages were men called " Kojis,"
who could follow the footmarks of men or cattle
for almost any distance, and whose services were
in frequent demand.

When stolen cattle were traced to a village,
and there seemed no hope of evading punish-
ment, it was not uncommon for some of the old
men to give themselves up, in order to screen the
young ones who were the real criminals. This
was probably a survival from the good old timos,
when the necessity for keeping up the fighting
strength of the tribe was urgent.

These people arc, with their relatives the
Sikhs, the finest race in India.

Some of the Kathias and other descendants of
the Bahlikas, as well as branches of other Ksha-
triya tribes, are called Jats. The origin of the
Jats has been much discussed. Some authorities
have considered them to be descendants of in-
vading Scythian hordes. There can be no doubt,
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